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The extracts under the illustrations in
this form are from the new Life of-

Jiilst by Rev Walter Elliott CSP
fills superb work has been going through-
the press for the last year and it will be
tome months still before it is issued Bo
sides the strong devotional tone which
makes its narrative so attractive the
work is aflorned by over 500 beautiful il¬

lustrations-

St John the Baptist was the saint
with whom it pleased God to close the
elder dispensation and its long line o-
fheroesa saint whose virtues should
In a worthy type of the ancient glories
of Israel His origin was from the pur-
est

¬

sources of Hebrew holiness the
venerable couple Zachary and Eliza-
beth

¬

and was intimately joined to the
conception and birth of the Messias of
whom he was appointed to be the pre-
cursor

¬

It was to Zachary that it pleased God
to send the earliest announcement that
the worlds redemption was at hand In
the performance of his priestly duty in
the Temple he had entered the Holy of
Holies to offer incense We may well
suppose that God opened this true
priests heart to the entire race of man-
kind

¬

in preparation for his marvelous
vision but especially that his holy soul
forgetting personal unworthiness ex-

panded
¬

and embraced in its offering to
God his own chosen race upon whom
Zachary well knew all other races de ¬

pended for their redemption As the
fragrant incense ascended it bore his
heartfelt petitions upward to the throne-
of grace

Suddenly a flashing light dazzled and
almost blinded himat the right side of

4 the altar just beside the bread of prop ¬

osition stood an angel of the Lord
Zacharys humility overwhelms him is
this a vjsitatino for his sins

01 He was troubled and fear fell upon
i him The angel speaks and fear gives

place to a thrill of ecstasy Fear not
Zachary for thy prayer is heard and
thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a
son More oh wonderfully-
morei he is to be a prophet another
Elias a leader of Israel to prepare
unto the Lord a perfect people

The union of Joseph and Mary in
uncarnal wedlock is the beginning of
that marvel of our concupiscent man ¬

hood the celibate priesthood of the
Church of Christ Love for Jesus and
for his living tabernacle his mother-
was to Joseph the passion of passions
As he served Jesus and loved Mary in
severe chastity so do the members of
the priesthood serve the everpresent
Christ and his living tabernacle which-
is0 his Church in a spirit of joyful self
immolation being so fascinated with i

this Tfoiy love that they forget the
natural claims of flesh and blood Un
derstand the virginal spouseship of
Xazareth and you have the key to
clerical celibacy

0-
jj Since her miraculous conception of

the forerunner of Gods anointed Eliz-
abeth

¬

had known that he must soon
J appear but she had not the faintest

notion where or how The sight of
Mary revealed it all for the Christ
bearer was beaming in every loving
feature of Marys face and quivered
in the tones of her voice as she saluted
her kinswoman The dignity of Mary-
as the Mother of Godmade man the
promises of the angel to her and the
relation of the two babes to each
other all was revealed And not only-
to herself was this light given and this
heavenly secret unfolded but also to
her unborn son As Elizabeth was the
first woman to acclaim the Savior and
his mother with the voice of divine
orship so was the son in her womb
the first man to proclaim him now
though yet unborn and again upon the
banks of the Jordan amid the eloquent

i tones of his penancepreaching
I St Matthew briefly describes the

hard trial of Joseph and its issue
Now the generation of Christ was in

this wise When as his Mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph before they
came together she was found with
child of the Holy Ghost Whereupon
Joseph her husband being a just man
and not willing publicly to expose her
was minded to put her away privately

<
Yet it is not too much to say that the

heart of Joseph was tried more pain
tully than Marys for the mystery was
all revealed to her and was all hidden
fom him To him the woe was over
ihelming God therefore chose to
sfi forth his will not to Mary but to
J jph and that by means of a vision
One night when he had fallen asleep
weaned with grief and doubt the
angel of the Lord was sent to him and
T ke to him as in a dream The

Jingei cameto him and saluted him
wth the great title of Son of David
railed Mary his wife and said that
uhirh in conceived In her is of the
Holy Ghost

0
On arriving at Bethlehem the Holy

Family found the little city swarming
v nh people like themselves come to-
te place of enrollment-

Here it was that Mary became a-

nillther first looked upon the face of
iH P Babe offered him up to his
TUaienly Father pressed him to her
Jiart gave him to Joseph to embrace
Kkled him most lovinglyI wrapped

lm up in swaddlingclothes and laid
JllU in a manger then they both

Hilt down and adored him It was a
f ry humble cradle for the Son of God

hut this monarch of the world will yet
choose to reign from a throne so
lsinful as the cross

0Mary under Josephs escort went to
J i usalem and stood at the door of the
Temple when her iorty days were ac

mplished as if she too were unclean
i One of the Priests sprinkled her with

the sacrificial blood and declared I her
Iunhed As she was too poor to offer
thf yearling lamb she presented the
Isal substitute a present of two
tiedoves

The visit of Jesus his parents all
unknowing to thin precincts of the
Temple and what happened there is
a connecting link between the Presen-
tation

¬

t and his appearance as Messias
on the banks df the Jordan The divine
zeal of Jesus was not visible in early
hildhood but the heart of the Boy
Was ablaze with it and he allowed it
suddenly to burst forth eighteen years
before his public manifestation

to

Perhaps Mary and Joseph were for a
time separated from each other and
when Jesus went back to the Temple
the molher may have thought him with
Joseph and he have fancied the Boy
to be with his mother and so the lirst
day passed without anxiety But when
the evening halt was reached at
Sichem 5r Shiloh and the scattered
members of families came together to
arrange for the night the distress of
Mary and Joseph was extreme the

j Jtlill5J3

Boy Jesus did not appear he was not
I to be found After an anxious night

the holy couple started back to
j Jerusalem arriving there only at
i nightfall and darkness and the con-
fusion

¬

of departing caravans hindered
further search till the morning and
that was the third day Finally they
found him in the Temple sitting in I

the midst of the doctors hearing them
and asking them questions

And he worked at his trade with
Joseph being over his bench his
chisel in hand or his saw or hammer

j and thus his neighbors knew him until
eighteen years afterwards he resumed-
the lifework he had claimed from his

j
parents

Passover
in the Temple at that memor-

able
¬

I How all nature
0
prayed when Jesus

prayed on the green hilltop The
earth and the sun and the heavenly
bodies all spoke a language to him but

I vaguely guessed at by the poets How
the whispering wind and the genial
sunshine and the musical notes of the
birds the happy voices of the little
children the murmur of the brooks thebright tints of the flowers the wel ¬

I come rainhow all were eloquent of

Nazareth
God to the heart of Jesus Christ at

Now there is at Jerusalem a pond
I called Probatica which in Hebrew is
called Bethsaida having five proches
In these lay a great multitude of
sick of blind of lame of whithered
waiting for the moving of the vater

jlIt was a place of miracles one of those
Holy Wells which Gods loving provi ¬

dence had scattered over all parts of
the world And an angel of the Lord
descended at certain times into the
Pond and the water was moved And
he that went down first into the pond
after the motion of the water was
made hole of whatsoever infirmity he
lay under

As Jesus passed there he saw among
the anxious watchers of the waters
motiom a sufferer whose air of despon ¬
dency aroused his compassion had
been infirm for thirtyeight years and
our Savior knew that he had been long
and vainly waiting for his cure Wilt
thou be made whole he asked him
The man supposed he meant the heal ¬

ing given by the pool His pitiful andeven reproachful answer deepened thesympathy of the Savior whose heart
is a very ocean of healing I have-
no man to put me into the pond as
if to say other invalids are rich and
have their servants to lift them up
and hurry them in before me a miser-
able pauper by the time that I have
dragged myself to the bottom of thesteps the angel is gone But Jesus
lifted him up quickly and by a mere
word Arise take up thy bed and
walk Instantly the blood flowed new
and fresh into his withered legs the

ead nerves began to tingle with the
warmth of life He stood up immedi-
ately

¬

leaped and jumped took up his
bed and walked S

0
When the first man tile Old Adam

was created it was by infinite power
breathing spirit life into dead clay He
breathed into his face the breath of
life and man became a living soul
When it pleased the Blessed Trinity to
renew the race of man through the
Word made flesh the New Adam was
not brought into existence by a new
act of creation but God breathes the
breath of life into the heart of Mary-
of Nazareth unites the divine life to
her pure blood and thus forms Jesus
Christ for the renewal of the fallen I

race The New Asiam is conceived and
born of the old race but generated by I

an exclusive act of infinite power and
love without the cooperation of hu ¬

man paternity
a

I

Gods living condescension went even
further than taking the same human
nature that Adam had tainted by sin
Jesus is not merely Adams descendant-
and that of saintly men and chaste
women with the greatest of saints for
his mother but his blood is also that
of apostate and idolatrous kings and
sliameless harlots By his mother how¬
ever that blood was passed to him as
if through a divine alembic and
cleansed till it was the immaculate
blood of a perfect humanity Worthy
if such a thing were possible to be
the humanity which should be made
instinct with the divinity This is the
full meaning of the words of Isaias
A virginshall conceive and shall bring

forth a Son and his name shall be
called EmmanuelGod with us

Jesus was however a perfect type
of the Hebrew people The renowned
race of Israel made Jesus of Nazareth-
its heir The fulness of Davids mighty
courage was his Abrahams peaceful
contemplation of God and faith in the
promises were his every noble human
quality of kindness or loyalty or brav-
ery

¬
or patient inherent in the Jewish

nature flowed down into the heart of
Jesus In the supernatural order all
the predestination of God for this fa ¬

vored people was concentrated upon
Jesus together with the completeness
of all possible spiritual endowments of
faith and hope and love The glorious
memories of the heroic past shall be

I

radiant upon the brow of the Hebrew I

Messias Lowly as may seem his lot I

the Man Christ shall outshine all his
ancestors in majesty a majesty only
the more inspiring because it adorns
the gracious quality of universal love
which is the paramount prerogative of
his royalty

I

ter custom is rapidly becoming Amer ¬

icanized and importers of church fur-
nishings

¬

state that every year there is
increased demand for Christmas cribs
for decorative and devotional use in
the home

The principal figures are the infant
Christ lying in the manger of straw
His Blessed Mother Mary St Joseph-
an ox an ass and shepherds As many
more figures may be added to the orig-
inals

¬

as desired TIle figures are made
of various composition from the finest
limoge at a cost of 1500 a set to plas¬

ter paris at 60 cents a set The latter
come in little paper boxes like doll
furniture They are made chiefly for I

children but often find their way into
poor country chapels The figures are
painted in the traditional colors

Most of the cribs and their fittings
are made in Paris Munich and Ba ¬

varia and their importation to this
country is a growing factor in Christ
mas trade

To sieze upon the popular imagina-
tion

¬
I and impress upon the unlearned

the vital significance of the birth of
the child Christ St Francis with char ¬

acteristic simplicity conceived of a
realistic representation of the stable-
of Bethlehem on that sacred night As-
a medium of inculcating divine truth
the Christmas crib of the begging friar
was in all probability the forerunner of
the miracle plays Fearful lest he

the nativity During the yule tide it
is the mecca ofjThe populace and tour ¬

ists tarrying flt Rome In the fore ¬

ground is a grotto in which is seated
the Virgin Mary with St Joseph at
her side and the miraculous Bambino-
in

I her lap Immediately behind are
an ass and an ox as recorded in scrip ¬

ture and depicted in the master paint ¬

ings of the nativity On one side kneel
the shepherds and kings in adoration
Above God the father is revealed
surrounded by legions of cherubs apd
angels playing instrumentg as in thepaintings of Angelico and Raphael In
the background is a clever scenic rep-
resentation

¬

of a pastoral landscape
Far avay shepherds guard their flocks
reposing under palm trees or standing-
on

I

green slops which glow in the
sunshine The perspectives are ad ¬
mirable In the middle ground is a
crystal fountain near which sheep
made of real wool are feeding tended-
by figures shepherds carved out of
wood Still nearer come women bearing
great baskets of real oranges and
other fruits on their heads All the fig-
ures

¬

in tho foreground are life size
carved in wool painted and dressed in
appropriate colors The miraculous
Bambino is a painted doll swaddled in
white dress which is incrusted in mag-
nificent

¬ ft

diamonds emeralds and ru ¬

bies The Virgin also wears in her Ii

oars superb diamond pendants The

rolling up of eyes are amusing and In ¬
teresting The little preachers are very
human Sometimes one pouts shrugs
her shoulders and refuses to go on with
her part An understudy however
stands ready to take her place until
friends have coaxed reasoned or
threatened the little pouter into obedi-
ence

¬

For the most part the little
preachers speak as nature teaches
them Standing with one arm round
the others waist the principal points-
to the figures in the manger scene She I

asks who he is and the beautiful lady
is she his mother and the venerable-
man is that his father How came lie
to be laid in a manger In answering jj

these questions her companion gives
a clear outline of mans creation fall j

and redemption-
The

jI

carriage of the Bambino was
formerly the property of the Prince of
Forlonia who left it in his will for the
use of the Bambino in visiting the sick
As a rule people desiring the Bambino
send their own carriage for it When
they are without that luxury the Car-riage

¬

of the prince is used A priests
stole hanging from the carriage win-
dow

¬

tells the populace that the Bam-
bino

¬
I

is en route to visit the sick andevery hat is lifted every knee bent I

Ages ago it was customary to leave
the Bambino for some time on the bed
of the sick but an audacious wo-
man

¬
I

desiring to appropriate the holy
I

the flbristmas erib
Story of Its Origin

Reproductions of the manger in which
the dhild Christ first saw the light ar
the Christmas crib as it is commonly
called made its way to this country
less than llfty years ago Its coming-
was almost simultaneous with that of
the Christmas tree For both of these
pictorial commemorations of the
greatest festival of the Christian year
we are indebted to Germany The
Christmas tree in America was long
confined to the home of the German
immigrant Popularization came to us
through England where it was intro-
duced

¬

by Queen Victorias consort
Prince Albert on the occasion it Iis
said of the first Christmas of the pres-
ent

¬

Prince of Wales The Christmas-
crib unlike the Christmas tree was
originally and remans largely ani ex-

pression
¬

of religious faith and feeling-
In the churches of the old world it
never falls to interest the traveler In
the Catholic churches of the United
Stales it has long ceased to be a nov-

elty
¬

while in the homes of Germans
and many foreigners fac similes of the
crib of Bethlehem hold place of honor I

beneath the Christmas tree This lat

A L

E =
should be accused of levity St Fran

Ijcis we are told would not carry out
his original idea upon his own au ¬

thority but sought permission from
I Pope Honorius III At the time St
Francis was living at Grecia a little
village not far from Assist When the

I eve of the nativity approached he in-

structed
¬

a certain worthy man called
Giovanni to piepare an ox and ass a
manger and all the common fittings-
of a stable for hisise in the church I

Christmas eve St Francis and his
brethren arranged all these things into-
a

I

visible representation of the nativity I

scene at Bethlehem The manger was
filled with straw the animals were led
into their places there were real
shepherds from the neighboring hills
In startling and realistic detail the
birth of the infant Christ was repro ¬

duced as it is to this day in the
churches of Southern Italy The
chronicles state that St Francis knelt
by this simple theatrical reproduction
throughout the solemn vigil sighing for
joy and filled wigh unmistakable sweet ¬

ness From that time the Christmas-
crib has made its way into almost
every Catholic church throughout the
world but nowherewith more pictur¬

esque and telling effect than in the
AraCoeli the famous church of the
Franciscan friars at Rome the mendi ¬
cant order founded by St Francis of
Assisi

One ofthe side chapels is devoted to

jewels are the votive offerings of kings
queens princesses people of blbod arid
wealth in gratitude for answers to
their prayers The general effect of
the crib is wonderfully beautiful and
crowds flock to it all day long Erected
round one of the antique cqlumns of
the church opposite the crib is a
stage There while the people vener ¬

ate the infant Christ in the crib littlegirls plainly but neatly dressed and
wearing veils on their heads recite
with every kind of pretty gesticulation
sermons dialogues and little speeches
explanatory of the scene portrayed In
the grotto The preachers aYe always
little girlS from 10 to 12 years old Boy
are too fond of play to go through the
drilling imposed upon these Ullputian
preachers Their faculties are less de ¬

veloped at that age than are those of
the girls Then they know that when
they grow up they may become priests-
and preach real sermons while iS the
girls only chance for when are
older they must be silent In the
churches

The dialogues are in Italian poetry
They are written for the littlepreach-
ers by their priests or some religious
friend and committed to memory and
practiced with appropriate< gestures-
over and over again at home The
children are often very beautiful and
graceful and their gestures and into-
nations

¬

the clasping of hands and

<

1A i

image and its benets had another doll
made of the same size and appearance-
as the Bambino then feigning illness
obtained permission to have it left with
her Dressing the false image in the
clothes of the real Bambino she sent-
it back to AraCoeli How the fraud j

was discovered and the Bambino re ¬

turned to its shrine is poetically related-
by T BAldrich On a stormy night
so the legend the Franciscan
monks were wakened by furious ring ¬

ing of bells and thundering knocks at
the west door of the church Hateing thither they could see nothing but-
a wee naked ping foot peeping in

I

from under the door Opening the door
where stood without shivering in the I

wind and rain the little naked figure-
of

I

the true Bambino of AraCoeli The
faJec baby was sent baqk and the real I

babY restored to its home never again j
I

to be trusted away alone That is the i

reason why attendants go with it In
its coach to the homes of the sick The I

cures which are attributed to the in
tercession of this miracle child have
spread its fame throughout the cenr

I

I

tunes until today
Itis loved by high and low

I

And adored alike by simple and wise
LIDA ROSE MCABE t
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IT CAME UPON THE-

fIIDNIOHTCLEAR

i It came upon the midnight clear i>t r

44 That glorious song of old

4 From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold f

Peace on the earth goodwill to men
1

q From heavens allgracious King

I Theworld in solemn stillnes lay Y t k

To hear the angels sing tt-

I

A Still through the cloven skies they comes
With peaceful wings unfurled t > 1

And still their heavenly music floats
i4 Oer all the weary world

r

Above its sad and lowly plains F
4 They bend on hovering wing Vr I

And ever oer its Babel sounds 7
1

The blessed angels sing J
4 1
4 t r t tl vFor lo the days are haste ag on i

I By prophetbards foretold i

I When with the evercircling years
Comes round the age of gold

We-n peace shall over nil the earth
A Its ancient splendors fling f

And the whole world give back the song
I Which now the angels sing t i

Edmund H Sears > i

A
w i I

u WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED

I THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT

I While shepherds watched their flocks by night
1 All seated on the ground

The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around f4 <

A
Fear not said he for mighty dread t1

I Had seized their troubled mind
I Glad tidings of great joy I bring
1 To you and amankind

To you in Davids town this day
Is born of Davids line

A Savior who is Christ the Lord J t-
Ad this shall be the sign

4 j4 The heavenly babe you there shall find
To human view displayed v f

4 All meanlywrapped in swathing bands r
a manager lad

4 All glory be to God on high
And to the earth be peace

4 Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men
I Begand nsver cease v

4 Tate and Brady
4

IWW V V V

J
HARK THE HERALD

S

ANGELS SING
I

Hark The herald angels sing
I

Glory to the newborn King I

Peace on earth and mercy midGod and sinners reconciled I

Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumphs of the skies t
With angelic hosts proclaim p
Christ is born in Bethlehem f

Christ by highest heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord

I

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail incarnate Deity

iHail the lieeriborn Prince of
Hailthe Son of Righteousness asW 1

Light and life to all He brings I

Bisen with healing in His Wings

Hasten mortals to adore Him
Learn His name and taste His joy

1 in heaven ye sing before Him
Glory be to God most high I

Charles Wesley
I

r
I

f

q

j < 1

r
P-

Iiu HARK WHAT T HEAN-
K

I

THOSE HOLY VOICES
1

Hark What mean those holy voices

Sweetly sounding through the skies
Lo the angelic host rejoices

Heavenly hallelujahs rise

Listen to the wondrous story

Which they chant in hymns of joy
I

Glory in the highest glory
Glory be to God on high

>

> Peace on earth goodwill from heaven
t Bleaching far as man is found
t Souls redeemed and sins forgiven
I Loud our golden harps shall sound

I

Christ is born the great Anointed

Heaven and earth his praises sing
Oh whom God appointedreciveyour Prophet Priest and King

Y John Cawood
I

T YVV 0 I

You mustnt always judgea man by
his coat

Perhaps not unless hes a painter

4-

i J f
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Cbrisirnds on keberg
+ ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++

Roy Lambertson was discharged
from Bellevue Hospital New York
City last week and started at once
for his home in Yarmouth N S where
he will eat his Christmas dinner Last
Christmas he had no dinner to eat and
passed Christmas day on an iceberg

Lambertson is a youth of IS years
but hardship arid sickness make him
look much older When the brig Sea
Serpent was moved to the Roberts
wharf in Brooklyn early in March I

Lambertson Went ashore and after
shaking hands with his shipmates pro-
ceeded

¬
t

to BelleVue Hospital where he
was treated for gangrene superinduced
by frost bites

You are a sailor said the physi ¬ I

cian who examined him
Yes sir a sort of sailorfisherman
Who brought you here-
I came from the Azores in the Sea

Serpent
And how did you get to the

I Azores
Part of the way on an iceberg and

part of the way in the barkentineINelly
Now said the physician tell us I

how you received your injuries And
mind I dont want a forecastle yarn or
a sea serpent story

This is in substance the story told
by young Lambertson and corroborated
in part by letters from Nova Scotia to
the hospital authorities

Father and I went out fishing on
Christmas eve last from Clarks Har
ber We were after mackerel and were
doing wel but had not been long out
when Bay of Fundy fog surrounded-
us and we concluded to put back The
old man steered and I rowed as there
wasnt a breath of wind to fill the sailAfter groping our way east for
hour we struck against something or
something struck against us and I was
thrown clean overboard I know now
that the keel of our boat collided with
the spur of an iceberg When I rose to jI

the surface I heard the old man shout ¬

ing but I couldnt answer him and it
seems to me that the spur got between-
us in the first place and them we were
separated altogether by the entire berg
At all events I havent seen the rid
man since though he is alive and wIl
thank God I am a pretty good swim ¬

mer and after floundering around some
time I managed to get on a ledge of
the berg and maintain myself there by
bracing my shoulder against a slight
projection overhead Knowing I could
not keep this position very long I
climbed with great difficulty to the top
though really there is no such thing as
a top tpavbody whiah has no shape
that one can mak out Itwas likeTane
of those huge rocks you may see taken
out of the earth by blasting and it
rolled and tumbled about in all sorts of

ways When I thought I was on top
the berg would keel over until I foundmyself on the side and at one time itturned n complete somersault and
threw me once more into the water I
had a good mind to give up then andaccept what seemed my fate but Ithought of the folks at home and thatmy father being probablydrowned thfamily would have to depend upon me
So I made another effort The berg was
rolling and presented many sharppoints here and there one of which I
seized and by this means lifted myself
to the ledge from which I had benthrown Realizing that I could no
maintain myself in that position I
climbed once more to the top and thi
time found myself in a saucershaped
cavity Whipping out my knife Ihacked away for dear life until I hadscooped out a sti deeper hollow and
after much worktj collected quitea pile of pebbles and sea weed on
which I rested my fet Meantime my
body from the waist up was exposed
Even at this I was in danger of falling
out or off when the berg rolled over

frequently did I was therefore
obliged to be constantly on the alertFrom the situation I was now
could think and think The berg had
evidently come down from Labrador In
the warm current and was drifting ina southwesterly direction The part of
itabove water was about twelve feet

altitude and I had hopes that if I
did not SlCllmh to hiincrn nil thit T

might be taken off by a passing ship
I Exhausted from my exertions and

though fearing that sleep might mean
death I could not resist the drowsiness
that came over me and so fell asleep
When I awoke after a few hours it was
night and the stars were in die sky
Though my hands and feet were
numbed I did not feel as cold as one
might imagine I is useless describing
my sensations thought of the sad
Christmas mother and the kids would
pass without me and perhaps without
the old man and I prayed to God to
save me I was glad when the mcJrning
came Christmas morningbut I suf ¬

fered fearfully from hunger and thirst
especiallly from thirst Christmas day
passed over me like Christmas eve and
at the dawn of the 26th I gave up hope
But one should never despair evEn
though hundreds of miles out at sea on
an iceberg for that evening I was taken-
off the berg by a boat from the barken ¬

tine Sea Serpent of Charlottetown P
E L commanded by Captain Ferguson
and bound for the Azores The cap-
tain

¬

treated me well and after staying-
on the Azores a few weeks I came tu
New York in the Sea Serpent a Liver-
pool

¬

brigantine
That rsnBotftmr XrreMSWlJ the

young fisherman from Nova Scotia
and say doctor I dont want to spend

no more Christmas days on a berg

low th Pope Will Begin the newYear I
The ushering in of tho twentieth cen-

tury
¬

is of more importance to the Catho
lie worldfrom Its sacred aspect than any
political or diplomatic crisis which might
occur in the secular world One of the
most solemn ceremonies in the history of
the church will be celebrated in all of the
great Catholic divisions of the world be¬

ginning at noon on the 24th day of De ¬

cember which is the beginning oC the
New Year of apostolic history

Pope Boniface VIII Instituted the cus ¬

tom of breaking down the door of the
Basilica of St Peters in Rome and after-
ward

¬

dlrectedthat the custom should be
observed at the osginning1 01 eacii cen
turj in perpetuity Sincb that time it has
been observel only by the Jesuit fathers
but the Jesuit church of which the holy
father Is the head has preserved this
ceremony It is now carried out to the
utmost detail In all of the Jesuit churches
of the world

The holy year begins with the first
vespers of the feast of Christmas which-
is fixed at the meridian of the day pre-
ceding Christmas or what we commonly
call Christmas eve and every Jesui i

church In the world at that hour
holy door sealed The workmen are pres-
ent

¬

andare prepared to re elve the card ¬

and priests approach
awaiting the three strokes of the silver
mace in order that the procession may
pass through His holiness approaches
the door seizes a silver mace I i

over his head strikes the door three Ureand immediately from the other side i II

demolished j

It is not taken from Its hinges the
lock Is not broken the door is broken I

down there Is an aperture made and If
this apertcre is large enough to permit-
his

I

holiness to pas s through he turns
and salutes his consorts who fall upon
their ltneesthen ho leads the way
through the embrasuro Into the cathed ¬

I

rals interior IImmediately after the procession has
gone beyond the door or rather passed j

through the aperture which has been
made by Violence the pope returns and r

with a sliver trowel casts some lime upon
the floor and then selecting three stones
which have been placed ready at his hand
puts them In position blesses the door
the trowel the lime and the stones re
assumes the head of the procession and
passes on Immediately the door is re
sealed to await the coming of another

year of jubilee which i Intended to
occur each twentyfive years only

The popo now proceeds to the altar
where as tho most devout penitent he
gets upon his knees In the meantime the j

dean of the college of cardinals fol1
lowe by a retinue of prelates passes on

St Peters and approaches the II

holy dcor of of St Pauls and j

there representing the pope performs the
I

monies are performed the cardinals m1
i priests retire to their respective basilici

and there perform the same ceremony iii
private that is they demolish and paS
through a holy door of their own to thfi-

i particular apartments Afterward for a
whole year these doors are sealed am
Impassable to all pilgrims and all peni-
tents I is only at the feast of th
nativity when a penitent may pass
through and then only with the blessrg
and upon their knees

Accompanying the holy father and Im ¬

mediately behind him Is the high peniten-
tiary

¬

who directs whatever shall be JOIP
who stands between the pope and tritnrorg or people wno are present to wIneS the ceremony

It is particularly interesting to know
i that the churches of the Jesuit fatherthroughout the United States have pre-

served this custom with rigid directness
but also that It has been made an n
mini observance The year ort jubi-
lee

¬

which occurs every t1UyfvCyears at the meridian of the
December Is with them an epojha 1such occasions a programme Is pteparcl
arrangements are made and the penH MI
of the church are bidden to be present ttt
the ceremony and It Is a most solem
occasion A procession Is formed whi1is presided over by the archbishop whthas already delegate one of the rathfnto repiebent Behind him are th
priests and lesser dignitaries of the
church and following hem fs the mulatude of penitents In the utmo sicand with bowed heads they av tiJ
demolition of the door

The ceremony of breaking down thdoor Is peculiarly attractive and estremly picturesque At the church of St
Francis Xavier in Sixteenth street New
York the ceremony Is performed withthe sameexactitude with which it i roe

St Peters in the presence or I

the pontificate One of the fathers isdelegated to represent the pope and witha sliver mace in hand he approaches tho
door and strikes upon it three ooiui
blows The archbishop and the prist ftheprelates and accompanying throngkneel and with boweti heeds await tvhuIs to come Two blows delivered by
priest who has been delegated to repre-
sent

a¬
the high penitentiary resound frontthe other side The representative of thepope then strikes one fierce blow with hisilver mace ane Immediately mallets anthammers work from the thPside and while all are kneeling and prsing the door Is burst open and as sooaas the aperturt is sufficiently large t opassethrough

No one even the archbishop rais shis head at this time Particles of therefuse are however seized by each person in passing and devoutly preservedThe ceremony Is conducted In absolutesilence and Is themost solemn occasionun 1 C1UUUJ H u
I

DECEMBEB A CKRISTMAS-
DKttAM

I

i n me nowfor the best or worst
Who Is thp last vho IIsthe first
Of all the thekpalmers that Eastwards go-

D i gglng t l packs across the snow
The first I Adorn and woe Is he
For the way Is heavy to far Judea
The second Is EvE and her eyes are lim
But her smile Adam and none hut

him

The thirdiLilithi and fair is she
As only a spirit of air can be
The babe she strangled this very night
Lies in its cradle stark and white
The fourth is Mali The fifth Is Cain
Sick to die and forget again I

J

Tho sixth Is Lot and 1 see but seven
That come to pray to the Lord of Heaven

Kneeling low by the stablestall I

ye the cry of the pilgrims all
Give me loVe Lord and Glvq me I

peace
Til YQ the worm In Its gnawing censor
Make me a woman that am but nsprite

Xot to be moved ofgrief or Jellghtr-
An thE Chilfl that lies in the manger

lie speaks iriV
I

His sleep and He answers-

He
J

hath given a clod of Eden earth
To weary Adsm tht hn may have mirth
Seeing the seeds of his gowlng grow-
A they in Eden art age ago
Ho hat given a rose from Eden gate
To

fate
and she mourns not her womans I

t-1Q 1

WIit

UL un lLlUII Year

Hehatt
blue

given to LIHth a sword blade
To thrust itt her heart and let love

through
He hath gven to Adah the grace to fol ¬

low
The war of her mate overnlll and hollow
He oreithed onCain that hie eyesnay weeD
And while they are wet may close in

sleep
Ha hatli given to Lot to dream once morEOf the happy time and the good days

oer
Or ever the heavens wept fiery rain
On the sinful far cities of the plain
1iow all lave gone from His Presence

shrh en
Save the etes and first and last of

the w
And the

saW Gtid in His sleepspokc out and

What wilt thou The woman has brui-
stI thy head

And the Enake wrihed hence and round

It Liahs it would not beunlaced
But the wound in her bosom dropped

with red
And th eyes went blind in the Serpent

henu

Deaf and blinded he could not sceTh trees arising on Calvar-
yTh SCKR of the olives hecould not hear
That sang for the young Child cradled

near
Be still Oh reed thou art not a spear

Abide thy time had thy place tiss we
NorHopper in St Peters

i
j


